
 
FAMILY & COMMUNITY E(ngagement) UPDATE: NOVEMBER 2020 
Greetings! E(ngagement) Updates keep you informed of the latest Family and Community Engagement 
dates, resources, news and information. Please share with your families, schools, partners and districts! 

 

Key Dates 
 

November 9-13 Holocaust Education Week 
November 10  Insights & Data Tracking: Eliminating Barriers to Attendance and Participation 

webinar 2:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. PT 
 

November 10 Attendance Matters: Student Enrollment and Engagement in the Age of 
COVID webinar 3:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. ET 

November 12  Giving Genuine Thanks and Appreciation that Motivates Volunteers webinar 
12:00 p.m. – 1:30 p.m. CST 

November 17 Parent Coaching: A Key Ingredient to Parent Success webinar 3:00 p.m. ET  
November 17-
18 

ESSEI Connects: Educational Strategies & Student Engagement Institute ~ 
Special Group Meetings 

November 17  FALL LEADERSHIP - Volunteer and Community Involvement During Covid-19 and Beyond ~ District 
Volunteer & Community Involvement Coordinators session 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. ET 

November 18  FALL LEADERSHIP - The Power of Family Engagement: What Does It Look Like When Done Well? 
Especially NOW ~ District Family Engagement Coordinators session 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. ET  

 

News 
 

FDOE COMMUNICATIONS 

 First Lady Casey DeSantis Announces Nearly 1,000 Devices for Children in Foster Care in Florida 

 First Lady Casey DeSantis Announces Partnership with T-Mobile Project 10Million to Provide Students Free 
Internet Access 

 Holocaust Education Week 2020 and Holocaust Education Week in Florida Proclamation  

ESSEI CONNECTS ~ The Educational Strategies & Student Engagement Institute (ESSEI) 
is underway in 2020 as a series of virtual sessions, special group meetings, and 
opportunities to collaborate and share resources with education professionals 

throughout Florida from now through December. Registration is FREE! Sign up now to receive information on 
upcoming events! 

FALL LEADERSHIP 2020 ~ Fall Leadership, an ESSEI Special Group meeting for district volunteer and family engagement 
coordinators held annually in November, will be presented virtually this year. November 17 will highlight trends, 
best practices, tools, and resources available to support Florida’s school districts presented by Gary Graham, Senior 
Director of Mentoring Initiatives with the Mentor Center of Palm Beach County, a National Mentoring Partnership 
Affiliate. Additionally, in small group breakouts, district coordinators will share challenges, innovative strategies, 
and solutions for keeping volunteers, mentors and community partners engaged in support of students during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. November 18 will feature an interactive session on strategies for family engagement during 
the COVID-19 pandemic presented by Anne T. Henderson, Senior Consultant with the National Society for Family 
& Community Engagement (NAFSCE) and nationally acclaimed author and speaker on Family Engagement. 
REGISTER TODAY connect and collaborate to meet the needs of students and families during this time.  See attached 

 

Grants 
Youth Services of America, supported by Charles Stewart Mott Foundation, offers award 
Afterschool awards of up to $500 each to support youth-led service or service-learning. Grantees 
must engage at least 50 youth as volunteers in service or service-learning projects between 
December 2020 – May/June 2021. Deadline to submit an online impact report is June 30, 2021. 

 

Resources 
 

FOR EDUCATORS  

 A Principal’s Guide to Leading in the Time of a Pandemic: Effective Family Engagement Strategies and Resources 
provided by the National Parent Teacher Association  

 Academic Partnering Toolkit for Teachers provided by Flamboyan Foundation  
 Supporting Families With Engagement Strategies During COVID-19 provided by Counseling Today  

 Tips for Engaging Families in Distance Learning provided by Edgenuity  

 Using Technology to Connect With Parents provided by Edutopia  

FOR FAMILIES 

 A Parent’s Guide to Virtual Learning: 4 Actions to Improve Your Child’s Experience With Online Learning provided 
by the National Center for Learning Disabilities  

 How to Build and Celebrate Your Child’s Strengths at Home provided by Understood.org  

 How to Support Children’s Emotional, Educational Needs while Remote Learning provided by Michigan Health  

 Mental Health During COVID-19: Signs Your Child May Need More Support provided by Healthy Children  

FOR VOLUNTEERS & MENTORS 
Resources provided by the National Mentoring Partnership: 

 A Checklist for Mentoring Programs  

 Elements of Effective Practice for Mentoring  

 E-Mentoring Supplement to the Element of Effective Practice for Mentoring  

 

 

TIP OF THE MONTH ~ Visit the Family and Community Engagement webpage to find research, tools and 
resources for family engagement. 

 

Spotlight 
 

Jeanette Crowley worked as the Assistant Vice President of Community Relations for 10 years 
which evolved into her current position as the Senior Coordinator of Strategic Partnerships for 
Polk County Public Schools in 2014. Her role includes collaboratively coordinating community 
involvement efforts by managing the volunteer process and the recruitment of volunteers, 
mentors and business partners. Jeanette’s proudest moments are highlighting and honoring 
dedicated volunteers during the annual Volunteer of the Year award ceremony. While the 
pandemic has been a challenge for volunteer involvement within the district, Jeanette remains 
actively involved and engaged in community-related efforts and professional networking 

organizations in order to share and promote the positive accomplishments that are happening in Polk County Public 
Schools, something she feels is essential. One of her favorite projects is working on the 2020 Focused on Excellence 
employee appreciation campaign. This yearlong campaign highlights the hardworking, passionate and dedicated 
employees of Polk County Public Schools. The spotlights of the employees are shared with the community and staff 
through social media channels, email distribution and monthly newsletters. Jeanette loves learning about the work of 
the employees and how it contributes to the mission and success of Polk County Public Schools. During her time away 
from work, Jeanette loves to spend time with her two sons and her husband and enjoying outdoor sports such as hiking, 
kayaking and running. She participated in the 2016 Boston Marathon and anticipates running in the Escape from 
Alcatraz Triathlon in June 2021. Jeanette embodies her personal mantra “Your body can do amazing things if only your 
mind will allow it.” Thank you, Jeannette, for your dedicated service! 
 

Contact Us 
We look forward to collaboration and open communication. Thank you for helping us improve our processes! 

 

Contact your Family and Community Engagement Team: 
Bonita Hampton, Director, Bonita.Hampton@fldoe.org, 850-245-0842 

Jazmine Mizzell, Program Specialist, Jazmine.Mizzell@fldoe.org, 850-245-3266 

Visit the FCET SHAREFILE for Coordinator Connect Resources and past E(ngagement) Updates! 

Provide contact updates, feedback, news or tips for upcoming E(ngagement) Updates HERE! 
*Disclaimer: Links provided for information and reference. The Florida Department of Education does not endorse a specific program or source. 

 

http://www.fldoe.org/holocausteducation/
https://sia-us.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_F7Hg8g0eTI6TCPfvGFnb6w
https://mailchi.mp/cfef/3mlqjluwzi-1212226?e=b68bdb389f
https://mailchi.mp/cfef/3mlqjluwzi-1212226?e=b68bdb389f
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/giving-genuine-thanks-and-appreciation-that-motivates-volunteers-tickets-124458122595
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_hjXU2byeRn6fXbJmJGujhA
http://fldoe.org/schools/family-community/essei/
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0qdO6pqjwsGtDHDG9b531wvNtukg-zeQ0X
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZEpfuqsqDsjEtHsDIRgjDCH8m9gmqw_ggM6
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZEpfuqsqDsjEtHsDIRgjDCH8m9gmqw_ggM6
http://www.fldoe.org/newsroom/latest-news/first-lady-casey-desantis-announces-nearly-1-000-devices-for-children-in-foster-care-in-florida.stml
http://www.fldoe.org/newsroom/latest-news/first-lady-casey-desantis-announces-partnership-with-t-mobile-project-10million-to-provide-students-free-internet-access.stml
http://www.fldoe.org/newsroom/latest-news/first-lady-casey-desantis-announces-partnership-with-t-mobile-project-10million-to-provide-students-free-internet-access.stml
https://info.fldoe.org/docushare/dsweb/Get/Document-8999/dps-2020-115.pdf
https://info.fldoe.org/docushare/dsweb/Get/Document-9000/dps-2020-115a.pdf
http://www.fldoe.org/schools/family-community/essei/
https://interland3.donorperfect.net/weblink/weblink.aspx?name=E349773&id=19
https://ysa.org/grant/afterschool/
https://www.pta.org/docs/default-source/files/cfe/principalguidev8.pdf
https://s28742.pcdn.co/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Academic-Partnering-Toolkit-for-Teachers-2.pdf
https://ct.counseling.org/2020/06/supporting-families-with-engagement-strategies-during-covid-19/
https://blog.edgenuity.com/engaging-families-in-distance-learning/
https://www.edutopia.org/article/using-technology-connect-parents
https://www.ncld.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/A-Parents-Guide-to-Virtual-Learning-4-Actions-To-Improve-your-Childs-Experience-with-Online-Learning.pdf
https://www.understood.org/en/friends-feelings/empowering-your-child/building-on-strengths/series-build-child-strengths-at-home
https://healthblog.uofmhealth.org/childrens-health/how-to-support-childrens-emotional-educational-needs-while-remote-learning
https://www.healthychildren.org/English/health-issues/conditions/COVID-19/Pages/Signs-your-Teen-May-Need-More-Support.aspx
https://www.mentoring.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Final_Elements_Checklist_Fourth.pdf
https://www.mentoring.org/resource/elements-of-effective-practice-for-mentoring/
https://www.mentoring.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/E-Mentoring-Supplement-to-EEP-Checklist.pdf
https://www.fldoe.org/schools/family-community/activities-programs/parental-involvement/family-engagement.stml
https://polkschoolsfl.com/pcps2020/
mailto:Bonita.Hampton@fldoe.org
mailto:Jazmine.Mizzell@fldoe.org
https://fldoe.sharefile.com/d-s1e1c9fdd5df40719
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/fcetupdate
https://ysa.org/

